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V. 20. If there is a.nythmg by which the deep mgmﬁcance of “?
offerings is disclosed, and which proves the falsity of all the disparaging
representation of their idea, it is here, where we are first introduced to nam.
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_ For a whole year Noah had l‘éi to spend all his cnergies and giye
all his time o féeding ard lookingmrﬂ?am_f_—_ﬂw
alive and now, at the first momment after having saved them — he sacrificed
them] And this sacrifice is of such infinite, far-reaching WNpPOrance 108
the whole of the history of the world, that in the foilowing verses 21 and
(p :’22, exgrggz_as_g result of this offering, almost as if it were an answer to
T~ 1137 5% 7 MmUY 7 M — the whole Fature development of
thg world and mankind is fixed! Now what really was expressed by Noah's
building an a!tar. and briaging M9y, that could result in such provision by
_God for preserving the world and founding development? It_is evident
from many places in the scriptures that nam is an glevation of the earth
towards God built by the hands of Man, so that in Ezekiel the mam G
sm God. More, it is extremely likely that
the nam in the wp» is nothing else but a representation of Mt. Sinai and
the 39T U on its summit corresponded to the a7 wRY2 ASIW wX ’Thus
{t we find in Ps. LXVIII, 2p2 b 02 9 “then God steeped out of the '
lofty heights of Heaven into the narrow sphere of Man, and His Mount
mto the Sanctuary”; and the term in a7 D 2% 3 ,mwyn AN nRYy
almost certainly means the same. In this respect it is characteristic that one
of the-thmgs in which the Jewish Sanctuary of the Torah differs from the
9 ,(Nge.chxan conceptions is, that there the altar on which we are allowed to
bring offerings had to be a mars bal up of stones, but not a m3¥m pot
- made of one single stone or rock _presented for it by Nature We have to
. build the altar Gurselvas Tt muast not be TR pE o3y %y standing on
ar_ch or pillars, must_be =Rz 9210, must be TR nam, in ,direct contact
~ with the ground, must represent a continvation of the garth. Only thus
dmh& altar express the elevation of the earth towards God by buman
activity. .Tmt-ﬂ{e a single slab of stone and sacrifice thereon would mean
recognizing G rom the standpoint of Nature; whereas the built HaTs
expresses the conception of first working oneself up, above the bound
chafacter of "Niafire to the godlike freewiled Sandnaiat of Man, and
frqm that point of View, strive upward o God. So that inasmuch as Noah
butlr A Eitar 15 God on fEE ek gift of the earth, he, as the Ancestor
dedicated this newly-gifted earth to ba a place on which the future activit);
Yof mankind is to add stone to stone until ultimately the whole becomes 2
holy mount of Gnd
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